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680 Reviews of Books 

Geschichte Europas seit den Vertrdgen von 1815 bis sum Frank- 
furter Frieden von 1871. Von Alfred Stern. Band VII. 
(Stuttgart and Berlin : J. G. Cotta'sche Buchhandlung Nach- 
folger. 1 91 6. Pp. xxv, 796.) 

It is twenty-five years since Dr. Stern began to publish his Geschichte 
Europas, of which this volume covers the period from the proclamation 
of the Second French Republic to the outbreak of the Crimean War. 
On this scale at least three more volumes will be required to bring the 
story to 1871, and one can only hope that the distinguished historian, 
who is past seventy, will be able to complete his great undertaking. We 
shall then have an exhaustive and definitive treatment from a single 
pen of perhaps the most momentous half-century in the history of 
Europe. 

The previous volumes described the forces which precipitated the 
revolutionary movement of 1848; this one is, accordingly, almost ex- 
clusively a narrative of events, with little in the way of comment or 
criticism. In recent accounts of the nineteenth century, the great 
convulsion has been rather summarily treated; not unnaturally, since 
the tangible results were so meagre. But Dr. Stern has the perspective 
©f the older historians. He perceives that the years 1848-1852 were a 
turning-point in the history of Europe (this volume begins the dritter 
Abteilung) , and he writes the story in appropriate detail. Events great 
and small, personages famous and obscure, incessant ministerial changes, 
laws and projects of laws, constitutions, battles, intricate diplomatic 
negotiations, treaties — there is nothing or nobody omitted that played 
any part in the great drama. One is indeed bewildered at times, for 
the narrative proceeds almost day by day, and the author pauses but 
seldom to show the significance of events; yet if he does not offer a 
clue to the maze, he is able, by admirable character-sketches of the lead- 
ing actors, by numerous quotations from letters, speeches, and docu- 
ments, and perhaps most of all by the very simplicity of his narrative, 
to convey the dominant idea of any situation, such as the confusion of 
the Frankfort Parliament, the iron resolution of Schwarzenberg, or 
the cool determination of Louis Napoleon. 

The difficult question of arrangement is handled with real success. 
Dr. Stern considers " Central Europe " as one vast arena for the conflict 
of democratic, nationalist, and absolutist ideals, and weaves the event? 
in Austria, Hungary, Germany, Prussia, and Sleswick-Holstein, witl 
their interactions and reactions, into one stupendous drama. Carrying 
the story down to September, 1848, he turns to Italy, whose fortune; 
for the entire year 1848 are set forth in a single chapter. He then re- 
crosses the Alps, and completes the narrative for Germany and Austri; 
to the restoration of the old governments, together with an account o 
the Austrian Concordat in 1855. A second chapter on Italy, which end 
with the appointment of Cavour's " great ministry ", completes the sag; 
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of the revolution. From this point the method becomes rather artistic. 
The calm of Russia affords a marked contrast with the revolutionary 
storm; this leads directly to Russian relations with Turkey concerning 
the Principalities and the Magyar refugees; and the chapter concludes 
with an interesting account of the " European emigration ", which, 
directed towards London, found under British law the opportunity to 
keep alive the revolutionary propaganda. It is proper, therefore, to 
describe the Chartist fiasco and the Irish rebellion, the vicissitudes of 
English politics and the exposition of 1851. Then the other constitu- 
tional monarchies, Belgium and Holland, are treated, and since the re- 
ligious question was to the fore in Holland, the next subject is " the 
triumph of the Catholic church ", which permits a brief consideration 
of the affairs of Spain and Portugal. But this triumph was conditioned 
by the support of France, so it remains to describe the history of that 
country from the election of Louis Napoleon to the proclamation of the 
Second Empire. Thus the volume ends, as it began, with the attention 
fixed on the leading state of the Continent. Also the final impression 
is that of Europe gone over to reaction, in contrast to the liberal ideas 
dominant in 1848. All things considered, a masterly treatment, with 
constant reminders that the author is writing "die Gesamtgeschichte 
Europas". The history of Switzerland from 1848 is reserved for the 
next volume, and so, doubtless, is that of Norway and Sweden. 

In addition to the older sources, the author has laid under contribu- 
tion a vast amount of recent biographical and monographic material, 
as well as memoirs and private papers. And as in the earlier volumes, 
the archives have yielded fruit: quotations from Berlin, Frankfort, 
Copenhagen, Bern, and Turin are frequent and interesting, and some 
of the documents are printed in an appendix. A long despatch from 
Rochow, Prussian ambassador in St. Petersburg, dated March 12, 1848, 
reports a conversation with the tsar, who urged Frederick William IV. 
to act promptly and decisively in the matter of German unity. In some 
letters of Pfuel in September-October, 1848, the Prussian king upbraids 
the minister for his irresolute handling of the assembly. According to 
a despatch from the Frankfort representative in Paris, dated November 
10, 1849, the prince-president had invited Thiers to form a ministry, 
since France must intervene in the Orient to restrain Austria and Russia 
in their demands upon Turkey. Several interesting documents relative 
to the Sleswick-Holstein question are also printed. There is no formal 
bibliography and no index, although the latter will doubtless be supplied 
in the last volume of the Abteilung, and the very full table of contents 
provides a partial substitute. In view of the military operations in Italy 
and Hungary, some kind of a map would have been useful. The style 
is generally simple and the sentences not too long, although the author 
has a certain fondness for the descriptive or modifying clause-within- 
clause. 

Chary as Dr. Stern is of criticism or interpretation, it is clear that 
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his sympathies go out to the vanquished. A free Germany, a united. 
Italy, an autonomous Hungary, a democratic France were worthy 
causes. He has only scorn for the weak and insincere Prussian mon- 
arch, an intense dislike for the Austrian reactionaries, much admiration 
for the patriots of Italy, contempt for the intriguing president of France. 
These views are not deliberately expressed, but are manifested in the 
course of the narrative, sometimes by a stray adjective or by the mere 
accumulation of facts. Once or twice, indeed, he lets himself go, as 
in the moving description of Garibaldi's defense of Rome or the pen- 
portraits of Victor Emmanuel II. and Cavour. There is not the abuse 
of Palmerston so often found in German books, and he quotes with 
approval the famous paragraph at the end of the tenth chapter of 
Macaulay's History, written in November, 1848, in which the free insti- 
tutions and prosperity of England are contrasted with the chaos of the 
Continent. Yet he writes without prejudice, is never unfair, and does 
not slur over the mistakes and shortcomings of the liberal leaders. 
But if the writing is throughout entirely objective, the clear impression 
is left that the failure of the movements of 1848 was a fearful tragedy; 
for the easy and complete triumph of reaction discredited the demo- 
cratic idea, and the conservative and middle classes, alarmed by certain 
of its more radical aspects, henceforth put their trust in princes. A 
popular victory in 1848 would have meant a democratic Germany and 
a free Europe; no one has explained better than this Swiss historian 
why that victory was not achieved. 

In conclusion something must be said of the preface. The author, 
in his first volume, had spoken of "the community of ideas and inter- 
ests of the European peoples which by virtue of inward necessity 
binds them to one another and leads them along the same path of 
spiritual development". The war might appear to be the negation of 
this hope, but 

the common roots of European (gesamteurop'dischen) civilization are 
too strong to be destroyed even by the fury of the hurricane which is 
now sweeping over the world. The peoples of Europe, no one of whom 
is a chosen race, cannot, even if they wish it, get away from a close 
interdependence in their spiritual experiences and material needs. The 
time must come when broken threads are again taken up, broken bridges 
restored. Today, more than ever, is it a holy duty of the historian to 
avoid everything which may hinder or prolong this process of healing. 
More earnestly than ever must he take care, in Ranke's imperishable 
phrase, " to efface himself and let things tell their own story ". It will 
be my greatest reward if in the last part of my Geschichte Europas I 
shall have succeeded in at least approaching this goal. 

Let us indeed hope that this spirit will guide those who shall write 
the history of our times and the Great War. 

Bernadotte E. Schmitt. 



